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The Problematical Hybrid Grosbeak 

Paper 35 of the 1925 Meeting at Manhattan 

H. H. NININGER 

McPherson College, McPherson, Kansas 

While on a field trip with a class in "Birds" on May 12, 1924, my 
attention was called! to a specimen of grosbeak which, at first sight 
some distance away, I took to be the Black-headed Grosbeak (Zame- 
lodia melancephala), which is the commonest species of grosbeak in 
the vicinity of McPherson. On closer inspection it became very evi- 
dent that this opinion was incorrect. But it was equally evident that 
it could not be the Rose^breast (Zamelodia ludoviciana) which is also 
found here to some extent. With increasing interest we followed 
the bird during the next half-hour, and I later returned alone for fur- 
theit study. The trees where it was feeding were low, and it was 
not in the lease wary, so that with the help of an excellent pair of 
4-power binoculars I was able to record a very good description of its 
coloring. 

The head and neck were generally black, but with a slight suffsion 
of gray and buffy which seemed to be due to the spotting of numer- 
ous feather-tips. A rather conspieu,ous whitish streak ran from the 
eye back along the side of the head, fading out before reaching the 
neck. The throat, and to a less extent the chin, were rather strongly 
lightened by buflfy and gray, ard none of the head' or neck possessed 
the satiny Mack lustre of the Rose-breast. The brown collar of the 
Black-headed Grosbeak was a'bsent. From below the bird looked like 
the Rose-^breast except for a little more streaking along the sides, 
.and in place of the carmine patch was a dull yellow patch of the same 
shape and size. In the same way the dull yellow was substituted for 
the carmire undter the wings. 

In shape the specimen resembled the Rose-breast more closely; 
and its song was also more closely akin to that sjwcies than to the 
Black-headed, but was more subdued than in either of these species. 
The behavior of the (bird was characteristically that of the Black- 
headed Grosbeak. 

I am at a loss whether to consider this as a hybrid or a mutant 
Rose-breast Grosbeak. The facts have been carefully set down, and 
I should appreciate reading the comments of others who may have 
seen additional specimens of this kind, or who may have some light 
to throw upon the question. 



